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Tips on How to Get Your Child to LOVE Reading 

Brought to you by Donna Marie Williams & Huffington Post. 

In some cities, illiteracy among 4th and 8th graders is as high as 73 percent. This sad state of 
affairs will never improve until students develop a love for reading. Until they begin to read 
solely for pleasure. 

 Parents: every hour of video game playing must be matched by one hour of book reading. 

 Parents: reading to an audience is fun, so have young children read aloud to their teddy 
bears and toys. 

 Parents: convert TV time into a readfest and activate multiple learning styles. Turn on 
your TV's closed caption function to display text so that kids can read and watch the 
action simultaneously. During commercials, press mute and have kids read a book or 
magazine. 

 Teachers: while riding on the yellow school bus to school or a field trip, have kids read 
comic books, magazines, and books for fun. Students who suffer motion sickness 
(documented by a parent) can listen to a book on tape. 

 Churches: Replace Sunday services with read-a-thons. If we must study to show ourselves 
approved (2 Timothy 2:15 KJ), then read-a-thons should be theSunday morning service 
until students' test scores dramatically improve. Give 15 minutes to prayer and scripture, 
then read for the next hour and 45 minutes. Read to young children. Older children can 
read aloud, to each other, or silently. Provide private, closed-door classes for illiterate 
adults during service.  

 Have kids listen to the funky, catchy tune "Read, Baby, Read" from the CDSchool's In 
Session by high school football coach and national motivational speaker, Alfred "Coach" 
Powell. Play it on a loop in the car and as background music while kids are doing 
homework. 

 On road trips, call out a letter, then have kids find words for that letter on billboards, 
vanity plates, passing signs, etc. Coach Powell says on road trips to football games, his 
student-athletes defuse the tension by calling out the names of cars. The athlete who 
shouts the name first has to spell the make, model, and color of the car. If spelled 
correctly, he gets to punch a teammate on the shoulder a la the Volkswagen commercial. 
Disclaimer: we do not advocate youth violence, but a friendly tap is okay. 

 Become an agent provocateur of reading. If you're brave, infiltrate places where young 
males hang out, such as street corners, community centers, basketball courts, and parks. 
Pull out a book that might interest them and begin to silently read. Laugh aloud and say 
things like, "Aw man!" and "Oh no he di'nt!" Slowly but surely, the youngsters will ask, 
"What you reading, man?" Why focus on males in particular? According to several 
studies, many youth who get entangled with the juvenile justice system are reading 
below grade level. It's very possible that reading proficiency could help keep them out of 
jail. 

 Last but definitely not least, cuddle up and read to kids every night before going to bed! 
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Read to your child every day! 

 Look for letters while out and about and in the environment around you. 
 When teaching letters and letter sounds, incorporate as many senses as possible. 
 Read a variety of books and make a game out of guessing the genre. 
 Have fun rhyming! 
 Work on letter sounds and manipulating them within words (phonemic awareness) 
 Practice memorizing a few sight words each day. 

Brought to you by Readers Digest 
1. Talk about the cover. Have your child guess what the book is about. Who are the 
characters? What is the title? Who is the author? Have you read books by this author 
before? Have you seen this illustrator before? 
2. Show the pictures as you read. Not only do the pictures help a child understand and 
connect to the book, the illustrations often add humor and whimsy to fiction. 
3. Try to make connections to something in the story and your life or the child’s life. 
 

Other Tips: 
 

1. Set time aside every week for family reading night. 
2. Spend at least an hour a week at the library. 
3. Actively encourage children to read and congratulate them on their progress. 
 
Get a Gold Star 
Try some positive reinforcement to kick-start the reading process. Make a list of five or 10 
books you and your kids can read at the same time, and create a chart to keep track of how far 
you're both getting. Whether it's two pages or 200, any progress is progress worth noting. 
 
Kimber Brown, a program director for Teach for America, says the incentive to read is different 
for every child. "For anyone to be motivated to do anything, they have to believe two things: (1) 
They have to believe they can do it, and (2) they have to want to do it," Kimber says. Some kids 
may be motivated by a sticker on the chart, while others may need the promise of a more 
tangible prize, like a trip to the community pool or zoo, to catch their attention. However, Thom 
Barthelmess, president of the Association of Library Service to Children, cautions parents 
against promising TV time in exchange for reading. "Kids are smart and they're paying 
attention, and the message we want to give them is that reading is its own reward. When we 
[offer TV as a reward for reading], we show them that reading is what you do to get something 
really valuable, like watch TV," Thom says. 
 
Dinosaur Books vs. the DVR 
Be sure that kids' books are easy to access within your home. By making kids' books more 
available than the remote, you'll encourage them to turn a page rather than turn on the TV 
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For birthdays and holidays, give your children books, just as you would a toy. Everything is more 
exciting dressed in wrapping paper and a bow. 

 
Fun Rule : Be a little naughty & Try these rule-breaking ideas: 

 Allow your frustrated reader to stay up late with a super cool new headlamp and a good 
book. 

 For reading time, you read to her – instead of the other way around. And maybe even 
read in your best silly or fancy voice. 

 Let your child move while reading. Jump on the tramp, sit on an exercise ball, or hula-
hoop and read. 

Even More Tips: 

1) Become a Book Character: Get your students to pick their favorite book characters and come 
to school dressed as them! This could even be a weekly activity as each child comes prepared to 
talk about why they like Horrid Henry, or the Very Hungry Caterpillar. (Check out some of these 
fabulous book character ideas which have been made into costumes.) Students can choose any 
character from an appropriate level book, with bonus points for quoting dialogue or describing 
the story in their own words. 
 
2) Create Book Stack Bar Graphs: Turn your students’ book reading into year-long wall art! Cut a 
colored strip of paper to resemble a book spine and write the title of the book on it. Every time 
a student reads a new book, staple or thumbtack a new “book spine” above the student’s 
name. Over time, these “stacks” of books will grow vertically like a large-scale visual bar graph. 
Students will be able to see each other’s progress and can compete to grow their stacks; or, 
create stacks for different genres of books and have students compare the amounts read. 
 
3) Leverage a Hobby: Find out what your students’ favorite activities are and encourage them 
to read an appropriate book on the subject. There’s nothing like an existing passion to get kids 
thirsty for more information! Have students share their learning with the class. 
 
4) Live in the Book: Most book lovers enjoy the way a book transports them to another world. 
What if you could change the appearance of your classroom to resemble a deserted island or an 
enchanted forest or the fantastic world of Harry Potter? Enlist students’ help in decorating your 
classroom to fit the setting of a book you’re reading together. Every day when you read a bit 
more, kids will find it easier to imagine they are in the book and on an adventure. Encourage 
students to add to the ambiance as they learn more details about the setting, character, and 
plot. 
 

Make reading a social experience 

http://www.oprah.com/oprahdotcom/Kids-Reading-List
http://www.buzzfeed.com/jreeve/childrens-book-characters-born-to-be-halloween-costumes
http://teehee4two.blogspot.in/2012/11/harry-potter-inspired-classroom.html
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Research suggests that children who choose to read for fun see themselves as part of a 
community with other readers—discussing what they’re reading, making recommendations, 
even debating the value of an author’s intended message. This can start with a chat over 
something you’ve read aloud with your child (older children benefit from read aloud 
experiences just as much as the younger ones). And if other readers are not at home, you can 
seek out book clubs in local libraries or book stores, or encourage your child to connect less 
formally with friends or cousins after school or via email. 

1. Teach your child the “Five-Finger Test” 

The "Five-Finger Test" helps children find books at the right level. Studies show that children 
are more motivated to read when they feel successful and can approach books with 
confidence. If your child is choosing books that are too difficult, encourage them to do the 
following: Read one page of the book. If there are more than five unknown words, choose a 
different book. 

2. Bring stories to life. 

Read horse books before your child goes to horseback-riding camp, Little House on the Prairie 
before you tour a pioneer village, a bio of a favorite baseball or football player before you visit a 
sports hall of fame. 

3. Be a reading buddy. 

If you see your child reading when you aren't, grab your own book and cozy up (well, as close as 
he'll let you) to read beside him. Prefer a scheduled approach? Try DEAR--Drop Everything and 
Read--sessions, in which the whole family reads at the same time. 

4. Experiment with libraries 

There are countless stories out there about how finding the right book suddenly opened the 
floodgates for a beginning reader. However, you should also consider whether you have found 
the right library.  Something about the high windows, nice carpet and light streaming in on 
baskets full of great books, led to a huge leap forward for my kids as readers. Eventually, we 
returned to our local library, but that detour helped the kids get through a rough patch. 

Or, it may be just about finding the right approach to your local library. Our local library got a 
lot better when we discovered the online component, allowing us to order books in advance 
and have them sent from other branches, waiting for us when we strolled in. 

  

5. Help them find favorite authors 

Because it is often difficult to find the specific book you're looking for at the library, try 
encouraging your kids to look for authors instead. As a general rule of thumb, I recommend kids 
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have one favorite author per grade level and that this be an ongoing quest. If a third grader has 
three favorite authors, suddenly they have a lot of options when they scan those shelves. Not 
only will they have the three authors they are currently holding up, they have the authors they 
are auditioning to move to the top three slots. 

A great way to research wonderful authors is to look up the Newbery and Caldecott book 
awards (a quick Google search away). Print or scribble a list and bring it to the shelves. Fifty-
plus years of archives will surely turn up some new reads. Pay special attention to the Honor 
Awards (the runner-ups). Some of my all-time favorite children’s books were awarded second 
best, such asAbel’s Island or Charlotte’s Web. 
Favorite books, incidentally, are also important, and obsessively re-reading them is a wonderful 
thing. I read Charlotte’s Web aloud to third graders at least ten Septembers in a row and every 
time it got better and wiser. Somewhere, etched deep inside me, are these amazing words: “It 
is not often that someone comes along who is a true friend and a good writer. Charlotte was 
both.” 
 

 Have lots of different kinds of material, and don’t let the format be too important – It’s 
really important to give kids the freedom to not like something. We tend to have a narrow 
view of what reading is, but it is everywhere. It can be a printed book, a digital book, an 
audio book, websites, or even the back of cereal boxes – whatever gets you started in the 
habit. 

 Make a distinction between homework and reading – Reading doesn’t have to be 
punishment. If your child is a struggling reader, and you’re forcing them to read, they are 
never going to come to love it for itself.  Build on what you know about your child.  If you 
know they love a particular television show or character, if they have pets, or if they have a 
hobby that they’re interested in, that might lead them to something related to their own 
interests.  There are all kinds of different books for different levels of readers, including 
gaming.  They can read game guides.  There are conventions, rules, and tips about the 
characters.  If you can’t read, then chances are you won’t be able to play your game. 

 
Make a game of reading. Have your child read a book, then answer questions about the book (if 
you have multiple children of similar age and reading level you can make this into a 
competition). For every right answer they get something: a night off a chore, $5, the ability to 
pick one dinner meal for the week; be creative. This means you have to read these books too, 
mom and dad.  

Write stories with your kids. Let your child decide a topic for a story, then take turns each 
writing a few sentences to a paragraph of the story. When finished, have your child read the 
story to you. If you have multiple children, have them create a story together then let them 
read you the story, or act it out as a play. This helps strengthen their vocabulary and makes 
reading more fun, because they helped create what they are reading. 

 


