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How to Increase Library Circulation 
By Teri Silver, eHow Contributor 

Book displays encourage patrons to choose more than one title. 

Libraries are not just about books and magazines anymore; they offer a host of services to the 

community. In addition to fiction, nonfiction, audio books and movies, libraries offer computer 

access, classes and special events. Promoting the materials collection, events, family and adult 

programs, book discussion groups, story times and outreach services can help libraries increase 

their circulation numbers. Libraries can advertise their services in newspapers and online, and 

with giveaways, fliers and displays. 

   

o 1  

Advertise the library on a frequently used item. 

Do a promotional drive. Determine the kinds of items you would like to give away. Popular 

items for libraries include pens, bookmarks, postcards, Frisbees, chip-bag clips, coin purses, 

book bags and paper weights. Decide on how many individual pieces to buy and then contact 

companies that specialize in creating marketing and promotional items. Create the promotional 

information you want to place on each item; specifications for word count, font sizes and spacing 

may be required for particular items, depending on their size and shape. If you want items geared 

specifically for libraries, check out the American Library Association (ala.org), Demco 

(demco.com) and Highsmith/Upstart (highsmith.com). 

http://www.ehow.com/how_5145303_increase-circulation-public-libraries.html
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o 2 

Target your marketing. Create a survey to hand out to your patrons; ask them what kinds of 

books, audio books and movies they would like to see added to the library’s collection. Take out 

an advertisement in the local newspaper allowing readers to clip the survey and send it to the 

library. Put the surveys in materials that are checked out of the library. Promote new books and 

DVDs with fliers and posters; place these items on displays. Place “teen favorites” lists of books 

and movies in the young adult section of the library. Create book discussion groups that meet 

monthly to review their latest reads. Advertise new materials on the library’s website. Produce 

special programs for the library such as author visits, children’s story times, adult classes and 

exhibits. Place books on each subject on various displays. Promote the programs and subjects 

with posters, fliers and props. 

o 3 

Create outreach programs. Foster partnerships with local schools to promote public library books 

to children. Hold reading contests, spelling bees and library card application drives. Eliminate 

late fees on books and magazines (but not necessarily on DVDs). Create posters and fliers for 

community locations such as grocery stores and coffee shops. Promote, advertise, create 

programs and talk about new items in the library; newsletters, newspaper and blog articles, radio 

announcements, fliers, website pages, bookmarks and other forms of media. 


