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Holidays provide a wonderful venue for theatrical productions! A play provides 
the perfect addition to a school-wide assembly, PTA meeting, library family night, or 
classroom celebration.

Readers’ theater off ers a great way for kids to comfortably enter the world of 
theater because it off ers students the security of retaining their scripts throughout 
the performance. Theater presents opportunities for public speaking, which build 
confi dence and promote cooperation and a sense of community for performers.

This script, Fettuccine and Four-Leaf Clovers, appears to concentrate on St. 
Patrick’s Day but expands to encompass a celebration of our country’s wonderful 
diversity of backgrounds! The script can be used for traditional readers’ theater, 
adapted readers’ theater—which includes sets, costumes, and makeup—or even 
puppet shows!

Inviting friends and families to your production will guarantee a large audience. 
They love to see their kids perform! This script off ers suggestions for including as 
many children as possible in the production.

Enjoy!
Nancy K. Wallace

A Note from the Author
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Character Reading Levels

Olivia—Reading Level 4.5

 Olivia is happy, helpful, and excited about working on this project. Choose 
a student with a very positive personality for this part. Olivia’s reading level 
is high because she is the one who suggests diff erent dishes from various 
ethnic groups. If any of those names seem diffi  cult to pronounce, some 
additional coaching might be needed.

Mr. O’Brien—Reading Level 3.8

 Mr. O’Brien chooses Cody and Nicholas to head this project for St. Patrick’s 
Day because they are perpetually late for class and their grades aren’t very 
good. He is genuinely amazed when the boys pull off  a wildly successful 
event! Choose a student for this part who can be stern and in charge but also 
warmly congratulate students for their hard work.

This play has fi ve speaking roles with a wide range of reading levels. The 
reading level is based on both the spoken lines and the stage directions pertaining 
to that particular character.

Two scenes take place in a classroom, so feel free to include as many kids as 
you’d like. The last scene features a special event in the cafeteria, which includes 
parents and other members of the community.

The speaking parts are listed in order of diffi  culty. While the reading levels are 
designed for elementary age students, these plays can also be used with middle 
school students and teens with great success.
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Character Reading Levels Continued

Ana—Reading Level 3.4

 Ana is smart, resourceful, and enthusiastic. She has lots of good ideas and 
isn’t afraid to work.

Cody—Reading Level 2.4

 Cody is a lovable goof-off . His charm gets him through most situations with 
ease. He is annoyed with Mr. O’Brien’s assignment. But when his friends step 
in to help him, he begins to feel more optimistic and reverts to his normal 
cocky, charming personality. Every class has a student like Cody. You should 
have no trouble fi nding a good match for this part!

Nicholas—Reading Level 2.2

 Nicholas is Cody’s best friend. He is less volatile emotionally than Cody is 
and tries to calm him down when the class project seems insurmountable.

Mr. O’Brien’s Class

 The students from the class participate in three scenes. While they have no 
defi nite lines, they should respond appropriately as the script directs. These 
parts are ideal for kids who want to ease into theater without any speaking 
lines. Emphasize the importance of staying in character whenever onstage. 
Students can pretend to whisper to each other, take notes on a tablet, open a 
book, etc. Remind them that in real life, 
they don’t sit completely still when they 
are in class, and encourage them to act 
naturally. Students can also pretend to 
serve food and interact with the visitors 
in the last scene.
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Visitors to the Cafeteria

 Since the play takes place in the middle of March, visitors can walk in 
wearing jackets. Girls can carry purses and the boys can pull out wallets 
to pay for food at the cafeteria. Some jackets could be thrown over the 
backs of chairs, too. Again, it is important for the performers to interact 
silently while the play 
is going on.

Character Reading Levels Continued
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Adapted Readers’ Theater

Adapted readers’ theater productions can be as elaborate as you would like 
them to be. Here are some options to enhance your production:

1. Makeup

 Stage makeup will increase the visual eff ect of your performance. Consider 
asking a parent volunteer or community member to demonstrate makeup 
techniques for students after rehearsal or during your regular class schedule.

Readers’ Theater

If you are producing a straight readers’ theater production, you can do this 
very simply by providing name tags and scripts for each character. Readers’ 
theater stools are traditionally painted black, but any color will do. Inexpensive 
natural wooden barstools make excellent readers’ theater stools. If your budget 
won’t stretch to purchase them, use chairs instead. Or, have performers stand to 
deliver their lines.

At a readers’ theater production, the performers sit on stools at the front of the 
room. An adapted readers’ theater production or a full play requires sets and props.

Production Tips
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 2. Costumes 

 Involve adult volunteers to help the costume designers choose the right 
clothes for each character’s performance. Most performers can wear regular 
school clothes, but some attention should be paid to color coordination and 
impact from the audience’s point of view.

3. Sets & Props

 Most of the props for these scenes will be easy to obtain. Substitute tables 
and chairs for classroom desks if you are performing this play in a library. Be 
sure to position the performers so that everyone faces the audience. 

 Use real or pretend food for the last scene and paper plates and cups in 
case of spills. A neat extension of the performance would be to have the 
cookies mentioned in the play onstage and then invite your audience up for 
refreshments after the performance is over! It would also be a great photo op.

 Have students lay out any plans for backdrops on paper first. Providing 
pictures of lockers, a classroom, and a cafeteria will spark ideas. Combine 
large pieces of cardboard to paint for the backdrops. After they are painted, 
hinge them together with clear packing tape to make them self-supporting. 

 You can use Ana’s idea of decorating the cafeteria with flags glued like 
pennants on strings of yarn. Flags can also be glued on skewers and put in 
cups of sand, clay, or play dough on the table to anchor them. Gather some 
family photos from your students to use on the tables. 

4. Lighting

 Several inexpensive clip-on floodlights will add professionalism to your stage 
even if it is just the front of your classroom. They can be angled or held by 
hand to follow the action of the play.

Production Tips Continued
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Performance Tips
Once a schedule is set, emphasize how important it is for everyone to be at all 

rehearsals. Even if students know their own parts, they need to learn to interact 
with each other as a team. When one student misses a rehearsal, it inconveniences 
the entire cast.

Be sure to emphasize that everyone’s job is important. Whether you are a 
costume designer, an understudy, or a performer, the show can’t go on without you. 

During rehearsals, performers should try to respond immediately to other cast 
members’ lines, eliminating any pauses between lines of dialogue. Performers also 
need to stay in character even when they aren’t speaking. It is always a good idea to 
have several understudies prepared to step in in case an actor is unable to perform.

Have the actors practice moving around with their scripts. They should hold 
the script with one hand only, leaving the other hand free for acting. Right-handers 
hold a script with the left hand, left-handers with the right.

Remember that no theatrical performance is ever exactly the same twice in a 
row. The mood of the audience, the energy of the performers, and accidental
slip-ups and how they are handled can make a huge diff erence in a play’s success.
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Don’t stress about every little thing—just go with it! Encourage the kids to cover 
for each other and continue on, no matter what happens. Audiences composed of 
friends and families are notoriously forgiving. Once the production begins, relax 
and let the kids take over.

When the play has fi nished, have an announcer introduce both the cast and 
the production crew and let everyone take a bow. This fi rst taste of fame can be 
intoxicating and a huge boost to self-esteem! Provide photo opportunities onstage 
for your all-star cast and crew when the play is over.

Whenever possible, speak to each student individually after the production 
and emphasize what a good job they have done. One of the most valuable benefi ts 
of theater productions is encouraging students’ self-esteem and confi dence 
when speaking before an audience. A few personal words of praise from you are 
essential!

Performance Tips Continued

when speaking before an audience. A few personal words of praise from you are 
essential!
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Readers’ Theater Rules

This particular play provides a great starting point for a unit on ethnicity, 
heritage, and genealogy. While this can be a sensitive topic, it can also be a 
wonderful experience for everyone involved, with students having the opportunity 
to learn more about themselves and their classmates and fi nd similarities and 
diff erences they never realized were there. Plan some activities around the 
performance by having students gather information about their families’ ethnic 
origins. Plan a day to sample diff erent ethnic foods. Have students look up fl ags 
from their own countries of origin and include them in the last scene.

1. Be respectful and arrive on time.

2. Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself.

3. No talking during a performance.

4.  Be responsible and bring the items 
needed for rehearsal.

5. Follow adult directions.

Extension Activities
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Script: Fettuccine and Four-Leaf Clovers
Scene 1: The Hallway of North Side School

(Use painted lockers as a backdrop. Decorate with green crepe paper and 
shamrocks. Cody and Nicholas enter stage left wearing backpacks.)

Cody: I’m really sick of green! Next, they’ll be serving green mashed potatoes at 
lunch.

Nicholas: Yuck!

Cody: Or green meatloaf! (Cody makes a face.)

Nicholas: Gross! Green isn’t my favorite color either, but St. Patrick’s Day is next 
Saturday. The whole town is decorated in green!

Cody: Well, I’m not decorating. I’m not even Irish.

Nicholas: Me either, but lots of people are. The parade is a big deal in Brownsville.

Cody: Maybe they should call it Greensville instead.

(The boys laugh.)

Cody: I don’t really want to go to the parade. Do you want to come over next Saturday?

Nicholas: Sure. Do you think your grandma would make pizza for lunch? Her pizza 
is awesome!

Cody: I’ll ask. She loves to cook, and it makes her happy when people like what she 
makes.

Nicholas: Great! I’ll be there! Maybe we can ride our bikes down to the park later, 
too.

Cody: Sounds like a lot more fun than this silly old parade.

Nicholas: Yeah!

(A bell rings.)
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Cody: (Looks at his watch.) Oh no, we’re late for Mr. O’Brien’s class!

Nicholas: And your grade is already in trouble!

Cody: (Shakes his head.) Too bad Mr. O’Brien doesn’t realize I’m a genius.

Nicholas: Better run, genius!

(The boys run off, stage right.)
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Scene 2: Mr. O’Brien’s Classroom

(Arrange a few desks to look like a classroom. Mr. O’Brien stands sideways, 
so he doesn’t have his back to the audience. He is near a whiteboard on wheels or 
an easel with a piece of poster board on it. Ana and Olivia sit next to each other. 
Cody and Nicholas walk in from stage right and sit directly in front of them.)

Mr. O’Brien: I’m glad you could join us, boys! I hope I didn’t interrupt your morning 
chat.

Cody and Nicholas: (Grumbling as they take off their backpacks.) No, Mr. O’Brien.

Mr. O’Brien: Good, because I have some exciting news!

Cody: (Whispering.) I’ll bet he wants us to dress in green for the next two weeks.

Mr. O’Brien: Our class is taking on a special project. We’ll be running a food booth 
at next Saturday’s St. Patrick’s Day parade as a fund-raiser for our class trip.

(Students start whispering back and forth. Cody looks at Nicholas and rolls his 
eyes.)

Mr. O’Brien: Cody, I’d like you and Nicholas to be in charge.

Cody: (Waves his hands back and forth in front of himself.) No, no, no. Mr. O’Brien, 
Nicholas and I have other plans for that Saturday.

Mr. O’Brien: I think you need to change your plans, boys. This project is worth half 
your grade for the semester in social studies. And as I remember, a lot of you could 
use a little help in that department.

(Cody and Nicholas groan.)

Mr. O’Brien: (Draws numbers on the whiteboard as he is speaking.) You boys 
will need to plan committees to buy supplies, ask parents to make or donate food, 
decorate the booth, and do anything else we’ll need for that day to be a huge success.

Cody: Why do we have to do all the work?
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Mr. O’Brien: You don’t. You’ll have the whole class to help you. (He points at the 
rest of the class.) You two are just in charge of dividing up the labor. Each student 
will be involved in some way. You will be graded both on your individual effort and 
the success of the whole project. We have less than two weeks to pull this together. 
Everyone start brainstorming. Tomorrow, we’ll divide into the committees Cody and 
Nicholas come up with.

Cody: Geez! I wasn’t even going to go to the stupid parade!

Nicholas: Don’t freak out! Ask your mom if you can come over after school. We’ll 
think of something.

Ana: Olivia and I will be glad to help you.

(Olivia nods.)

Cody: I guess we need all the help we can get. Thanks.

Nicholas: We’re going to meet at my house after school. Want to come?

Ana and Olivia: Sure!
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Scene 3: Nicholas’s Kitchen

(Place a table in the center of the stage. Ana, Olivia, and Nicholas are sitting 
down. Cody is pacing. Nicholas has his chair turned backward and is resting 
his arms on the back. Use another small table as a counter to hold the water 
bottles and cookies.) 

Nicholas: (Drums his fingers on the table.) Okay, where do we start?

Cody: (Handing bottles of water to everyone.) Mr. O’Brien said we needed some 
committees. Maybe each of us could head one.

Ana: What committee do you want, Cody? You guys are in charge.

Cody: I don’t want to do this at all!

Nicholas: I don’t either, but we have to. Do you think Mr. O’Brien picked on us 
because we were late?

Cody: Probably.

Nicholas: (Snorts.) Remind me to never be late again!

Ana: My grandma’s Irish. She makes really good Irish potato soup! Do you want me 
to ask her to cook some for us?

Cody: Yeah, thanks! We’re going to need a lot of parents and grandparents to help.

Ana: I can take care of organizing that.

Olivia: My grandma is Polish, but I’m sure she would be glad to bake something.

Nicholas: My family is Hispanic, and my dad’s a great cook!

Cody: And we’re Italian. Mr. O’Brien should have picked two Irish kids to be in 
charge! (Rolls his eyes.)

Olivia: Too late for that! But I am kind of tired of shamrocks. I was thinking maybe we 
could decorate the booth with Irish flags. I can print some from the school computers.
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Nicholas: That’s a good idea. Do you want to be in charge of booth decorations?

Olivia: Okay! I’m sure I can get Grace and Declan to be on my committee.

Cody: (Puts a plate of cookies down in the middle of the table.) Hey, let’s have cookies 
at our booth. Everybody loves cookies!

Nicholas: (Picks up a cookie and starts eating it.) That’s the best idea you’ve had!

Olivia: I bet everyone in the class would bring cookies.

Ana: My grandma makes awesome Irish shortbread. I could ask her to make some 
of those, too.

Olivia: My grandpa makes Polish jam sandwich cookies. They are so good.

Ana: Oh, I had those once at your house! They’re yummy.

Cody: I bet they aren’t as good as my mom’s Italian anise cookies.

Nicholas: Let’s not argue about cookies. All cookies are great!

Cody: Yeah, Nicholas never met a cookie he didn’t like.

(Everyone laughs.)

Cody: Let’s get back to work. I don’t want to fail Mr. O’Brien’s class. Olivia, do you 
need any more ideas for decorations?

Olivia: Maybe we could make a whole string of Irish flags and hang them across the 
front of the booth.

Cody: It’s too bad they’re just one kind. It would look better if they were all different 
flags.

Ana: (Jumps up from the table.) Cody, you’re a genius!

Cody: (Smiling and patting himself on the back.) Well, yeah! Glad you noticed!

Nicholas: (Gives Cody a soft shove.) I don’t get it. Why is he a genius?

Ana: He just gave me a wonderful idea!
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Scene 4: Mr. O’Brien’s Classroom

(Props and scenery are the same as for scene 2. Mr. O’Brien stands at stage 
right. Cody, Nicholas, Ana, and Olivia are seated with other students.)

Mr. O’Brien: Good morning, class! I’m very interested in what Cody and Nicholas 
have planned for our booth. Are you boys ready to share your ideas?

Cody: Yeah, we’re ready! Ana and Olivia offered to help, too. Each of us is in charge 
of a different committee.

Mr. O’Brien: Good. It sounds like you’re very organized. Do you want to come up 
here and tell the class about it?

Cody: (Stands up.) Sure! (He gestures to Nicholas, Ana, and Olivia.) Come on! 
You’re part of this, too.

(The four kids move to stage right and stand sideways, facing Mr. O’Brien.)

Ana: I’m in charge of finding parents and grandparents to help cook for the booth.

Olivia: I’m in charge of decorations.

Nicholas: My committee will take care of buying paper products and additional 
food.

Mr. O’Brien: The school has an account at Stop ’n’ Shop. If you make a list of what 
you need, I’ll go with you so we can charge it to the school.

Nicholas: Thanks, Mr. O’Brien!

Mr. O’Brien: And what is your committee doing, Cody?

Cody: We’re doing advertising. We’ll need to call the local newspaper and radio 
station. The school TV station will advertise for free. Can we make flyers for everyone 
to pass out?

15
Brought to you by The Book Farm, Inc. Courtesy of ABDO Publishing. For ordering or more information: 866-744-8093



Mr. O’Brien: I’m sure we can get permission to do that. I’m really impressed! 
You’ve made a great start on this project. Now, why don’t you pick people for your 
committees? Be sure to include everyone.

Ana: Mr. O’Brien? We came up with another idea last night for this project. Can we 
tell you about it?

Mr. O’Brien: I’d love to hear it!

Ana: Well, my grandma is Irish, but most of the kids in our class aren’t. We decided 
to decorate the booth with flags. Cody said they would look really nice if they were 
from all different countries. What if we used an around the world theme and had 
more than one table?

Olivia: We could have pierogi from Poland, fettuccine from Italy, and fajitas from 
Latin America.

Mr. O’Brien: What about Irish food? This is for St. Patrick’s Day!

Ana: My grandma offered to make Irish potato soup and Irish soda bread.

Mr. O’Brien: (Shakes his head.) I don’t know. I had thought we would have 
something simple like green lemonade and cookies with green icing. What you’re 
suggesting would be a really big project. How would we cook all of those things?

Cody: What about using the school cafeteria? The parade starts and ends at the 
school. Everyone could come back here to eat after the parade.

Mr. O’Brien: That might work. I’ll see if we can get permission, and help, to use it. 
Then we’d have room for everyone, places to plug in slow cookers, and space for 
more booths or tables.

Nicholas: Maybe the kitchen staff would help!

Mr. O’Brien: I think they might! Let me talk to the principal first and see what 
he says. I’ll let you know this afternoon. Maybe this could be our first annual 
Nationality Day.

Ana: And we thought of it!

Cody: I’m the genius! Don’t forget!
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Scene 5: The Cafeteria on St. Patrick’s Day

(Each small table should be decorated with a paper flag from a specific 
country. Cover the surface with family pictures cut out of newspapers or 
magazines. People are walking around, eating and talking. Music plays softly 
in the background. Mr. O’Brien stands talking with Nicholas and Olivia.)

Mr. O’Brien: You kids did an awesome job! The tables with family pictures were a 
great idea.

Olivia: Each table represents a different country. The family pictures were Ana’s 
idea. Every family in our class is included! And we have at least one kind of food 
from every nationality that is represented in our class.

Mr. O’Brien: Who thought of the music?

Nicholas: Cody did! He made a great playlist. We have everything from bagpipes 
to polka!

Mr. O’Brien: And the cookies look fantastic! How will I choose what to try?

Olivia: It looks like every person in our class brought homemade cookies. There are 
so many different kinds!

Mr. O’Brien: I know! I want to sample them all, but I’m afraid my clothes won’t fit 
tomorrow!

(Cody and Ana enter from stage right.)

Cody: Guess what.

Mr. O’Brien: I have no idea! What do you guys have planned now?

Cody: Nothing! I just wanted you to know we’ve already made more than $1,800! 
There are still a ton of people waiting in line, too.

Mr. O’Brien: Wow! I guess we won’t need to have another fund-raiser for the class 
trip.
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Ana: Isn’t that awesome?

Mr. O’Brien: My class is awesome!

Cody: Can I stop worrying about my social studies grade, now?

Mr. O’Brien: I think everyone deserves an A+! You really came through! Compared 
to what I was imagining, this is fantastic. I am so proud of all of you.

Cody: What can I say, I’m a genius! I’m also dying for some of my grandma’s pizza. 
Let’s eat, everyone!

Nicholas: Wait a minute! Did you say pizza? Pizza’s not on the menu!

Cody: (Grins.) I know. But I asked my grandma to make one just for me!

Ana: What about us?

Cody: It’s a big one. I’ll share! Come on!

The End
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