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Holidays provide a wonderful venue for theatrical productions! A play provides 
the perfect addition to a school-wide assembly, PTA meeting, library family night, or 
classroom celebration.

Readers’ theater off ers a great way for kids to comfortably enter the world of 
theater because it off ers students the security of retaining their scripts throughout 
the performance. Theater presents opportunities for public speaking, which build 
confi dence and promote cooperation and a sense of community for performers.

This script, Ghosts and Gummy Worms, provides a great starting point for a 
Halloween program! The script can be used for traditional readers’ theater, adapted 
readers’ theater—which includes sets, costumes, and makeup—or even puppet shows!

Inviting friends and families to your production will guarantee a large audience. 
They love to see their kids perform! This script off ers suggestions for including as 
many children as possible in the production.

Enjoy!
Nancy K. Wallace

A Note from the Author

Holidays provide a wonderful venue for theatrical productions! A play provides 
the perfect addition to a school-wide assembly, PTA meeting, library family night, or 

A Note from the AuthorA Note from the Author

Brought to you by The Book Farm, Inc. Courtesy of ABDO Publishing. For ordering or more information: 866-744-8093



1

Character Reading Levels

Miss Craig—Reading Level 2.8

 The new teacher in town is full of innovative ideas and loves her students. 
Pick a student who can act the part of a young, caring, energetic teacher.

James—Reading Level 2.6

 James is Alex’s older brother. He wants to explore a haunted house but is 
hampered by being in charge of Alex. The student who plays this part needs 
to balance James’s exuberant personality with his role as babysitter to his 
younger brother.

Kyrsten—Reading Level 2.1

 Kyrsten is a lot more cautious than her friend Emma. While the idea of 
ghosts interests her, she really doesn’t want to see one. Someone who can act 
timid or afraid convincingly would be perfect for this role.

This play has six speaking roles with a wide range of reading levels. The reading 
level is based on both the spoken lines and the stage directions pertaining to that 
particular character.

The speaking parts are listed in order of diffi  culty. While the reading levels are 
designed for elementary age students, these plays can also be used with middle 
school students and teens with great success.
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Character Reading Levels Continued

Will—Reading Level 2.0

 Will is James’s best friend. He is used to having to include Alex in their 
plans. He volunteers to help Miss Craig at school and is generally laid back 
and calm. Choose a student who is confi dent and self-assured for this part.

Emma—Reading Level 1.9

 Emma is bold and adventurous. Ghosts don’t scare her at all. She’s inquisitive 
and teams up easily with James. Choose someone who will bring energy and 
confi dence to this part.

Alex—Reading Level 1.3

 Alex’s personality really has to shine. He is a noisy and active younger 
brother. He never stays still and he loves sugar. His fi nal line, as he pretends 
to be a ghost, should be loud and funny. Make sure the white tablecloth is 
long enough in scene 5 that Alex can poke his face out from under it and 
have it drape over his head.
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Adapted Readers’ Theater

Adapted readers’ theater productions can be as elaborate as you would like 
them to be. Here are some options to enhance your production:

1. Makeup

 Stage makeup will increase the visual effect of your performance. Consider 
asking a parent volunteer or community member to demonstrate makeup 
techniques for students after rehearsal or during your regular class schedule.

Readers’ Theater

If you are producing a straight readers’ theater production, you can do this 
very simply by providing name tags and scripts for each character. Readers’ 
theater stools are traditionally painted black, but any color will do. Inexpensive 
natural wooden barstools make excellent readers’ theater stools. If your budget 
won’t stretch to purchase them, use chairs instead. Or, have performers stand to 
deliver their lines.

At a readers’ theater production, the performers sit on stools at the front of the 
room. An adapted readers’ theater production or a full play requires sets and props.

Production Tips
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 2. Costumes 

 Involve adult volunteers to help the costume designers choose the right 
clothes for each character’s performance. Most performers can wear regular 
school clothes for this play. Funny Halloween T-shirts would be very 
appropriate for the party at Emma’s house in scene 3.

 For scenes 4 and 5, Will, James, Kyrsten, Emma, Alex, and Miss Craig wear 
Halloween costumes. They can use whatever they have available at home, or 
the costume designers can plan something for each character. If you include 
the scavenger hunt at the end of your production (see Extension Activities), 
be sure to point out each character’s costume at the end of the show to help 
the kids remember who to look for. The students participating in the play 
could pack treat bags for the kids in the audience as a class project.

3. Sets & Props

 Have students lay out any plans for backdrops on paper first. Providing 
pictures of a kitchen, a living room, and a mansion will spark ideas. Combine 
large pieces of corrugated cardboard to paint for the backdrops. After they 
are painted, hinge them together with clear packing tape to make them self-
supporting.

4. Lighting

 Several inexpensive clip-on floodlights will add professionalism to your stage 
even if it is just the front of your classroom. They can be angled or held by 
hand to follow the action of the play.

Production Tips Continued
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Performance Tips
Once a schedule is set, emphasize how important it is for everyone to be at all 

rehearsals. Even if students know their own parts, they need to learn to interact 
with each other as a team. When one student misses a rehearsal, it inconveniences 
the entire cast.

Be sure to emphasize that everyone’s job is important. Whether you are a 
costume designer, an understudy, or a performer, the show can’t go on without you. 

During rehearsals, performers should try to respond immediately to other cast 
members’ lines, eliminating any pauses between lines of dialogue. Performers also 
need to stay in character even when they aren’t speaking. It is always a good idea to 
have several understudies prepared to step in in case an actor is unable to perform.

Have the actors practice moving around with their scripts. They should hold 
the script with one hand only, leaving the other hand free for acting. Right-handers 
hold a script with the left hand, left-handers with the right.

Remember that no theatrical 
performance is ever exactly the same 
twice in a row. The mood of the
audience, the energy of the
performers, and accidental slip-ups
and how they are handled can make
a huge diff erence in a play’s success.
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Don’t stress about 
every little thing—just 
go with it! Encourage 
the kids to cover 
for each other and 
continue on, no 
matter what happens. 
Audiences composed 
of friends and families 
are notoriously 
forgiving. Once the 
production begins, 
relax and let the kids 
take over.

When the play 
has finished, have an 
announcer introduce 
both the cast and 
the production crew 
and let everyone 
take a bow. This first 
taste of fame can be intoxicating and a huge boost to self-esteem! Provide photo 
opportunities onstage for your all-star cast and crew when the play is over.

Whenever possible, speak to each student individually after the production and 
emphasize what a good job they have done. One of the most valuable benefits of 
theater productions is encouraging students’ self-esteem and confidence when 
speaking before an audience. A few personal words of praise from you are essential!

6

Performance Tips Continued
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Extension Activities

Readers’ Theater Rules

A group of teens put on this play for our annual Library Spooktacular. At the 
conclusion, the performers stayed in their Halloween costumes and hid inside the 
library while I read a story to the audience. After the story, I asked the kids in the 
audience to search for the characters from the play. Each character had a different 
token to pass out to the kids who searched for them. When each child received all 
six tokens they returned to our program room and received a treat bag to keep.

The students participating in the play could pack treat bags for the kids in the 
audience as a class project. Other classrooms in a school might participate as well 
by providing a decorated “scene” for each character along one hall in your school. 
You could also have the costumed characters simply pass out treats instead. This 
play not only provides a great component for a program but adapts well to either a 
Halloween scavenger hunt or indoor trick-or-treating as well.

Viewing a play as a class or library project allows you to include students in 
all aspects of the planning and production for weeks before the event. Make sure 
everyone has a job and emphasize the importance of each person’s contribution to 
the performance.

1. Be respectful and arrive on time.

2. Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself.

3. No talking during a performance.

4.  Be responsible and bring the items 
needed for rehearsal.

5. Follow adult directions.
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Script: Ghosts and Gummy Worms
Scene 1: The Auditorium

(Will is painting a giant pumpkin. James walks on from stage right.)

James: Hey, nice pumpkin! I love Halloween!

Will: Yeah, me too. I especially love all that candy.

James: I like the spooky stories. Someday, I hope I’ll see a real ghost.

Will: Not me, man. I’ll pass. I don’t like being scared to death.

James: Is that pumpkin for the school play?

Will: Yes, Miss Craig asked me to paint some of the props and scenery.

James: She seems super nice! Last week, she brought kites for everyone in Alex’s 
class. They flew them up on the hill behind the school for science class.

Will: Wow, science wasn’t like that when I was in second grade!

James: I know, right? And Alex says Miss Craig never yells at her class!

Will: I wish we were that lucky. She’s the first new teacher we’ve had in town in 
years!

James: I heard she moved here from California.

Will: Why would anyone move here from California?

James: Who knows! I’m just glad she did. This is the first year Alex has really liked 
school.

Will: (Stops painting and looks puzzled.) I still think it’s funny that Mr. Rossi 
decided to retire after the school year began.

James: Maybe he took a look at this year’s second grade class and decided to run 
for it! There are at least five other kids just like Alex.

Will: (Rolling his eyes.) Your little brother isn’t that bad.
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James: You don’t live in the same house with him! Last night he put gummy worms 
in my bed while I was in the bathroom. I kind of shrieked when I shoved my feet 
down on top of them. I could hear him giggling all the way down the hall. Now every 
time he sees me, he squeals “Eeeeeek!” just to tease me.

Will: (Laughing.) Put gummy worms in his bed tonight.

James: No way. He’ll just tell Mom and then I’ll get in trouble. Are you almost done? I 
don’t want to miss the buses. We’re going to the mall tonight to get Alex a Halloween 
costume.

Will: What does he want to be?

James: I don’t know, probably a pirate or some sort of bloodthirsty monster. Are you 
going to dress up when we take him trick-or-treating?

Will: I’m not sure yet. (Pretends to clean off brush with rag.)

James: I have a great troll mask! Do you want to borrow it?

Will: No, I think I have an idea. I just need to get a couple of things. (Puts down his 
brush.) I guess this is okay. Let’s go!
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Scene 2: Main Street Outside the School

(James and Will enter from stage right. An old mansion painted on cardboard 
and surrounded by caution tape serves as the background.)

James: Look! There’s yellow tape around the front of the old Miller mansion!

Will: It’s probably a crime scene! Who knows what goes on in that old place.

James: When we drove past it last night on the way to get pizza, Alex swore he saw 
a light on downstairs.

Will: Well that’s just weird. No one has lived in the Miller mansion for years.

James: (Makes spooky noises.) I’m surprised they haven’t torn it down.

Will: Yeah, I don’t want it falling on me!

James: That’s what the yellow tape is for—to keep people away!

Will: (Putting up his hands.) They don’t need tape to keep me out. You couldn’t pay 
me to go in there!

James: That place has to be haunted.

(Miss Craig enters from stage left with Emma and Kyrsten.)

Kyrsten: Good night, Miss Craig!

Miss Craig: Good night, girls! Good night, boys! Thanks for your help with the 
scenery, Will!

Will: The pumpkin’s finished! I’ll work on the spooky tree tomorrow night.

Miss Craig: I don’t need the tree until Friday afternoon, so you still have a couple 
of days. Thanks again. Good night! (She exits stage right.)

James: (Whispering.) There aren’t any cars over there. I wonder where she parked.

Emma: Maybe someone is picking her up?
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James: (Doubtfully.) Maybe.

Emma: My mom said I can have friends over to carve pumpkins tomorrow night. Do 
you guys want to come?

Will: Will there be food?

Emma: (Laughing.) Of course there will be food, Will! Mom’s making sloppy joes 
and nachos for everybody.

James: Sounds good! 

Kyrsten: And I’m making pumpkin cupcakes with cream cheese frosting!

Will: Even better! Count me in. What time?

Emma: Come around six o’clock. And don’t forget your pumpkins!

James: I might have to bring Alex with me. Is that okay?

Emma: Sure, that’s fine.

Kyrsten: See you tomorrow!

James & Will: Bye!

(Girls exit stage right. Boys exit stage left.)
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Scene 3: Emma’s House

(The table has pumpkins, plates with snacks, and some water bottles. Emma, 
Kyrsten, and Will are center stage.)

Will: (Eating a cupcake.) These cupcakes are great!

Kyrsten: They’re supposed to be for dessert, Will!

Will: I like eating dessert first!

Emma: And second and third.

Will: I love cupcakes.

Kyrsten: Just save some for the rest of us.

Will: You snooze; you lose! It’s not my fault if you miss out.

(James and Alex enter stage right. James is carrying a bag. Alex has two small 
pumpkins.)

Emma: Hi, guys! I’m glad you could come!

James: Thanks for inviting us! My mom sent fruit with dip and some huge chocolate 
chip cookies.

Will: Mmm, cookies? Let’s see! (Takes the bag and pulls out a cookie.)

Alex: (Grabs the bag.) Give me one, too!

James: (Taking the bag back.) You’ve had enough, Alex! You ate two in the car!

Alex: Do you have any gummy worms?

James: (Rolls his eyes.) No, Alex! They don’t have gummy worms.

(Alex pouts.)

(Emma and Kyrsten talk quietly with Alex.)

James: (Pointing to Will’s costume.) You know, Will, it isn’t Halloween yet.
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Will: I know that! I just decided I needed the practice putting together my 
costume.

James: (Laughing.) Well you don’t see a mummy eating a cupcake and carving a 
pumpkin every day, that’s for sure!

Will: (Laughing.) If I need a napkin, I’m all set!

James: Guess what I saw on the way over?

Will: (Munching on a cookie.) I don’t know. What?

James: There were lights on in the old Miller mansion again!

(Emma moves over next to James.)

Emma: Did you see them, too? My mom said there were lights on when she went 
past on her way home from work.

Kyrsten: That’s really creepy. It’s been empty for as long as I can remember. Maybe 
it really is haunted!

Emma: Anyone want to go exploring tonight?

Will: Not me! I was invited to carve pumpkins and eat. That’s what I came for.

Kyrsten: I really don’t want to see any ghosts, Emma!

James: I’ll go!

Alex: Me, too!

James: (Shaking his head.) You can’t go. You’re too little.

Emma: I think it would be cool if the Miller mansion is haunted! That house is over 
200 years old. I bet some amazing things have happened there.

James: (Rubbing his hands together.) And October’s a good time for ghost hunting. 
It’s only three more days until Halloween.

Will: (Sits down and folds his arms over his chest.) I don’t want any part of this!

Kyrsten: Me, either!

Emma: I guess we’d better just carve our pumpkins tonight, James.
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James: (Whispering.) But maybe we could take a look at the mansion when I take 
Alex trick-or-treating Friday night! Will and I were going to dress up anyway.

Emma: (Whispering back.) Kyrsten and I are, too! That’s a great idea. I’ll talk to you 
about it later!
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Scene 4: Halloween Night

(Turn the lights out. Emma, Will, and Kyrsten walk down the center aisle 
toward the stage. They are carrying flashlights and trick-or-treating bags.)

Will: It’s windy tonight.

Kyrsten: And cold, too. It’s kind of spooky out here with all the bare trees.

Emma: And look, Kyrsten! The moon is full! (Howling.) Owwwoooo!

Kyrsten: Stop that!

Alex: (Walks on from stage right. James is following him. Both are wearing their 
costumes.) Thanks for the popcorn! (Alex waves to someone offstage.)

James: You have a ton of candy. Are you ready to quit?

Alex: No way! I’m just getting started.

Emma: Look, James! Do you see what I see?

(Stage crew shines a light from stage left.)

James: Cool! There’s a light in the Miller mansion tonight!

Will: Okay, I’m done if you guys are planning to go down there.

Emma: James and I thought we’d just walk by it. And maybe peek in the windows.

Kyrsten: Then I’m going home!

Emma: You can’t walk home alone, Kyrsten. All we want to do is have a look around. 
I promise we won’t go in.

Kyrsten: I’m staying right here on the sidewalk with Will. You and James can look 
around.

Emma: (Rolls her eyes.) Fine with me!

Alex: (Spins around in his costume and sings.) I love candy! I love candy!
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James: (Grabs Alex.) Okay, you’re cut off.

Alex: I only ate ten candy bars!

James: (Slaps his hand to his forehead.) Oh, Alex! Mom will never let me take you  
trick-or-treating again! You’re supposed to wait until we get home to eat anything. 
Stay here with Will and Kyrsten. Emma and I will be right back.

Alex: I want to see the ghost! I’m coming with you.

Emma: No, you’re not, Alex.

Alex: I am! I am! I am! (Runs toward the Miller mansion and then falls down.) 
Owww! (Alex starts to cry.)

James: (Running after Alex.) Oh man, now he got hurt!

(Turn stage or room lights on.)

Kyrsten: The porch light just came on!

Will: I’d better go help.

Kyrsten: I’ll go too! I’m not staying here alone!

Will: The door is opening! Do something!

Kyrsten: What do you want me to do?

James: (Kneeling down by Alex.) Come on, Alex! Let’s get out of here!

(Miss Craig enters stage left.)

Emma: Wait! Is that . . . ?

Kyrsten: Miss Craig?

Miss Craig: Alex, are you okay?

Alex: I hurt my knee!

James: I don’t understand. What are you doing here, Miss Craig?

Miss Craig: (Laughing.) I live here! This was my grandfather’s house.

James: So you’ve been turning the lights on at night?
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Miss Craig: Well, it is hard to see at night without any lights. Why don’t you all come 
inside and I’ll explain. I need to find a Band-Aid for Alex’s knee. You can have some 
cookies and hot chocolate.

Emma, Kyrsten, Will, & James: (Looking at each other.) Sure!
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(Everyone is onstage. There is a table with mugs and cookies.)

Emma: So, you moved here from California because your grandfather died?

Miss Craig: Yes, he had been in a nursing home for a long time.

Kyrsten: None of us ever remember anyone living here. It’s always been empty.

Miss Craig: Well, I always loved this house. I used to visit it when I was a little girl. 
Then last year when my grandfather died, he left it to me in his will.

Will: It’s a big house for one person.

Miss Craig: It is a big house, but I really want to fix it up. There’s a lot to do. I hired 
Emma’s dad to be my contractor.

Emma: I didn’t know that!

James: So that’s why the yellow tape was up on Tuesday.

Miss Craig: Yes, they’re putting in a new sidewalk. I think that’s why Alex tripped. I 
hadn’t turned on my porch light because the front yard isn’t safe for trick-or-treating.

James: Well, Alex is kind of a klutz. And he’s had way too much sugar tonight.

Alex: (Jumping up and down.) Do you have any gummy worms?

Miss Craig: No, Alex. I’m sorry, I don’t!

Alex: Can I have another cookie?

James: No!

(Alex crawls under the table.)

Miss Craig: Why did all of you look so startled when I opened the door?

Kyrsten: We thought your house was haunted.

Scene 5: The Mansion
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Miss Craig: Well, if it is, they must be very happy ghosts! This house was always 
filled with laughter when I was little. I have such good memories of spending my 
summers here.

Emma: Well, so much for ghost hunting!

James: Yeah, there’s always next year. I really wanted to see a ghost!

Alex: (Crawls out from under the table with the tablecloth over his head.) Ooooooo!

The End
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