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Holidays provide a wonderful venue for theatrical productions! A play provides 
the perfect addition to a school-wide assembly, PTA meeting, library family night, or 
classroom celebration.

Readers’ theater offers a great way for kids to comfortably enter the world of 
theater because it offers students the security of retaining their scripts throughout 
the performance. Theater presents opportunities for public speaking, which build 
confidence and promote cooperation and a sense of community for performers.

This script, Medals and Memorials, concentrates on Memorial Day, but it can 
easily be adapted for use on Veterans Day or any other patriotic holiday. The script 
can be used for traditional readers’ theater, adapted readers’ theater—which includes 
sets, costumes and makeup—or even puppet shows!

Inviting friends and families to your production will guarantee a large audience. 
They love to see their kids perform! This script offers suggestions for including as 
many children as possible in the production.

Enjoy!
Nancy K. Wallace

A Note from the Author
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Character Reading Levels

This play has seven speaking roles with a wide range of reading levels. The 
reading level is based on both the spoken lines and the stage directions pertaining 
to that particular character.

The last scene features a special event at the cemetery. A number of additional 
students can assume non-speaking roles there.

The speaking parts are listed in order of diffi  culty. While the reading levels are 
designed for elementary age students, these plays can also be used with middle 
school students and teens with great success.

Mrs. Custer—Reading Level 5.5
 Mrs. Custer is Katie’s teacher. She only has a few lines and appears in the last 
scene. Assign this part to a student with an air of authority. Or if you dream of 
being a performer, step into the role yourself!

R.J.—Reading Level 3.7
 R. J., who is one of Katie’s friends, is easily distracted and constantly active. 
Choose someone who has a fun and quirky personality for this part!

Mrs. Oliver—Reading Level 3.5
 Mrs. Oliver is Katie’s mom. She is caring and concerned, not only about Katie’s 
report but about their neighbor’s ability to take care of herself since returning 
home from the hospital.
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Character Reading Levels Continued

Mr. Oliver—Reading Level 3.4
 Mr. Oliver is Katie’s father. He enjoys being with Katie and her friends and 
should be friendly and outgoing. He only performs in the first scene, where he 
is arriving home from work. It would be effective, but not imperative, to choose 
taller students for the performers representing adults in the play.

Mrs. Cortez—Reading Level 2.9
 Mrs. Cortez is in her nineties. It is extremely important that she remain a 
sympathetic character and not become a humorous caricature of an elderly 
woman. If you anticipate laughter at a student playing her role, ask a parent or 
teacher to fill in at rehearsal once or twice to set the right tone.

Katie Oliver—Reading Level 2.7
 Katie has the largest role. The student who plays her should be energetic 
but sensitive. She needs to be able display changes of mood quickly and 
convincingly. In scene 3, Katie may need to be reminded to project her voice 
from the wings.

Reese—Reading Level 2.4
 Reece is Katie’s friend. He is high energy and noisy. He should be able to 
make great sounds for the paper airplanes he launches at Katie’s mom’s potted 
plants.

Class
 The students from Katie’s class participate in the last scene. While they have 
no definite lines, they should respond appropriately as the script directs. Their 
applause at the end will also signal the close of the play to the audience.
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Adapted Readers’ Theater
Adapted readers’ theater productions can be as elaborate as you would like 

them to be. Here are some options to enhance your production:

1. Makeup
 Stage makeup will increase the visual eff ect of your performance. Consider 
asking a parent volunteer or community member to demonstrate makeup 
techniques for students after rehearsal or during your regular class schedule.

Readers’ Theater
If you are producing a straight readers’ theater production, you can do this 

very simply by providing name tags and scripts for each character. Readers’ 
theater stools are traditionally painted black, but any color will do. Inexpensive 
natural wooden barstools make excellent readers’ theater stools. If your budget 
won’t stretch to purchase them, use chairs instead. Or, have performers stand to 
deliver their lines.

At a readers’ theater production, the performers sit on stools at the front of the 
room. An adapted readers’ theater production or a full play requires sets and props.

Production Tips
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 2. Costumes 

 Involve adult volunteers to help the costume designers choose the right 
clothes for each character’s performance. Most performers can wear regular 
school clothes, but some attention should be paid to color coordination and 
impact from the audience’s point of view.

3. Sets & Props
 Parents may be willing to lend many of the props for this play, including lawn 
chairs, potted plants, and kitchen utensils. Mrs. Cortez’s living room furniture 
could be borrowed from a staff  lounge or library reading area. Most schools 
have a wheelchair in the nurse’s offi  ce, or a local organization may lend one.

 Have students lay out plans for backdrops on paper fi rst. Providing pictures 
of a porch, a kitchen, and a cemetery will spark ideas. Combine large pieces 
of cardboard to paint for the backdrops. Large appliance boxes are perfect for 
this. After they are painted, hinge them together with clear packing tape to 
make them self-supporting.

4. Lighting
 Several inexpensive clip-on fl oodlights will add professionalism to your stage 
even if it is just the front of your classroom. They can be angled or held by 
hand to follow the action of the play.

Production Tips Continued
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Performance Tips
Once a schedule is set, emphasize how important it is for everyone to be at all 

rehearsals. Even if students know their own parts, they need to learn to interact 
with each other as a team. When one student misses a rehearsal, it inconveniences 
the entire cast.

Be sure to emphasize that everyone’s job is important. Whether you are a 
costume designer, an understudy, or a performer, the show can’t go on without you. 

During rehearsals, performers should try to respond immediately to other cast 
members’ lines, eliminating any pauses between lines of dialogue. Performers also 
need to stay in character even when they aren’t speaking. It is always a good idea to 
have several understudies prepared to step in in case an actor is unable to perform.

Have the actors practice moving around with their scripts. They should hold 
the script with one hand only, leaving the other hand free for acting. Right-handers 
hold a script with the left hand, left-handers with the right.

Remember that no theatrical performance is ever exactly the same twice in a 
row. The mood of the audience, the energy of the performers, and accidental slip-
ups and how they are handled can make a huge diff erence in a play’s success.
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Performance Tips Continued

Don’t stress about every little thing—just go with it! Encourage the kids to cover 
for each other and continue on, no matter what happens. Audiences composed of 
friends and families are notoriously forgiving. Once the production begins, relax 
and let the kids take over.

When the play has fi nished, have an announcer introduce both the cast and 
the production crew and let everyone take a bow. This fi rst taste of fame can be 
intoxicating and a huge boost to self-esteem! Provide photo opportunities onstage 
for your all-star cast and crew when the play is over.

Whenever possible, speak to each student individually after the production 
and emphasize what a good job they have done. One of the most valuable benefi ts 
of theater productions is encouraging students’ self-esteem and confi dence 
when speaking before an audience. A few personal words of praise from you are 
essential!
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Extension Activities

Readers’ Theater Rules

This play off ers a great starting point for studying Memorial Day and all the 
things that kids and families can do to make their community a supportive place. 
Think about tying class projects into the theme and off er a display of them on 
the night of your performance. You could also off er awards in special categories 
and announce the winners after the play. Group projects, such as listening to and 
reporting on interviews with veterans at the Library of Congress’s Stories from 
the Veterans History Project site, reading war-themed poetry, or making poppies, 
provide an awesome opportunity for a classroom or whole school collaboration!

1. Be respectful and arrive on time.

2. Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself.

3. No talking during a performance.

4.  Be responsible and bring the items 
needed for rehearsal.

5. Follow adult directions.

Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself.
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Script: Medals and Memorials
Scene 1: Katie’s Front Porch

(Katie, Reece, and R.J. sit on Katie’s front porch. Use a lawn chair and potted 
plants to set the stage. Reece is making a paper airplane.)

Katie: Did you decide what you’re going to do for your project?

Reece: No, did you?

Katie: (Throwing up her hands.) I don’t even have any ideas!

R.J.: I think maybe I’ll write about tanks.

Reece: Or airplanes! (Reece makes a whining noise and launches a paper airplane.)

(Katie’s father, Mr. Oliver, enters from upstage right, carrying a briefcase.)

Mr. Oliver: Hey, buddy! Don’t launch air strikes on my wife’s plants!

R.J.: It’s just a paper airplane, Mr. Oliver.

Mr. Oliver: That’s a relief! 

Katie: Hi, Dad!

Mr. Oliver: Hi, kiddo! It’s such a beautiful day! What’s the matter? You all look so 
glum!

Katie: Mrs. Custer asked us to do Memorial Day projects . . .

Reece: (Interrupting.) . . . but we don’t have any ideas.

Mr. Oliver: Didn’t you go to the school library?

Katie: Everyone did! Everyone is just writing a report. (Katie counts to three on her 
fingers as she speaks.) Memorial Day used to be called Decoration Day because 
people decorated graves with flowers. It honors people who died in wars. It’s the last 
Monday in May.

Mr. Oliver: Why don’t you want to write about that, too?
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Reece: It’s kind of boring.

Mr. Oliver: Have you kids ever thought about what the holiday means to you 
personally?

R.J.: (Enthusiastically.) We get a day off school!

Reece: And we usually have a picnic.

Katie: You and Mom and I always go to the parade.

Mr. Oliver: You’re thinking about ways that people spend Memorial Day, but not 
how they feel about it. Maybe you need to do some more research. You could talk to 
someone who actually fought in a war or had a family member who did.

Reece: I think my uncle Ryan used to be a marine. He lives in California.

Mr. Oliver: Why don’t you ask your mom if you can call him? I’m sure he could tell 
you something more personal to include in your project.

R.J.: My aunt Kathy is in Afghanistan right now!

Mr. Oliver: When is your project due?

R.J.: Next week.

Mr. Oliver: You could probably e-mail her. Or just talk to her family. Ask what 
Memorial Day means to them.

(Reece and R.J. jump up.)

Reece: Thanks, Mr. Oliver!

R.J.: Yeah, thanks! You have great ideas! See you later, Katie!

(Reece and R.J. exit stage right.)

Mr. Oliver: Bye, boys!

Katie: (In a disgusted voice.) Yeah, thanks a bunch. Now everyone has an idea but 
me!

Mr. Oliver: (Exiting stage left.) Don’t worry! I’m sure we can think of something 
great.
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Scene 2: The Kitchen at Katie’s House

(Set the scene with a kitchen table and a stool to the right. Put a bowl of icing 
with a spoon, a butter knife, and a plate covered with aluminum foil on the table. 
Add a plate of real brownies. Mrs. Oliver stands at the table stirring the icing. 
Katie enters from stage left and sits down on the stool, facing stage right.)

Mrs. Oliver: There you are! Could you help me for a few minutes?

Katie: Sure.

Mrs. Oliver: (Pushing the foil-covered plate toward Katie.) I made dinner for our 
neighbor, Mrs. Cortez. Could you take it over to her? I thought maybe you could 
cheer her up.

Katie: Sure. I noticed there are a lot of weeds around her roses when I was on our 
porch. Maybe I can help her with her garden, too.

Mrs. Oliver: That would be very nice, Katie! She’s having a lot of trouble getting 
around since her surgery.

Katie: I’ll ask her today. She can just sit on the porch and tell me what to do.

Mrs. Oliver: I’m sure she’ll appreciate that. She loves those roses.

Katie: I can go over again tomorrow after school. I’m sure Reece and R.J. will help 
me.

Mrs. Oliver: Where are the boys? I thought you three were going to work on your 
Memorial Day projects this afternoon.

Katie: Dad gave them both great ideas for their projects. They went home to work 
on them.

Mrs. Oliver: Did he give you an idea, too?

Katie: No, not really. Do we have any soldiers in our family?
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Mrs. Oliver: Your great-grandfather was in the navy. He fought in World War II, but 
I don’t know where. I have some pictures of him in his uniform that I can try to find 
for you.

Katie: Okay, thanks! At least it’s a start.

Mrs. Oliver: These brownies are for dessert. Would you like to ice them for me?

Katie: (Taking the icing and the butter knife.) I’d love to! It looks like the boys missed 
out. Now there’ll be more brownies for us! These look yummy!
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Scene 3: Mrs. Cortez’s House

(Set two chairs with a coffee table between them at center stage. Put a lamp 
and a picture on a table at stage left. Mrs. Cortez is stage left, sitting in her 
wheelchair.)

Katie: (Knocks and then speaks from the wings.) Mrs. Cortez? It’s Katie Oliver from 
next door.

Mrs. Cortez: Just a minute, Katie! (She uses her wheelchair to cross the room and 
pretends to open the door.)

Katie: (Enters from stage right.) Hi, Mrs. Cortez. My mom sent you some dinner.

Mrs. Cortez: That was very nice of her! Just put it on the table here, honey. (She goes 
back to sit near the table.)

Katie: And there are brownies for dessert!

Mrs. Cortez: Brownies are my favorite! They look delicious.

Katie: (Puts the food on the table.) How are you feeling?

Mrs. Cortez: Much better, dear. Thank you for asking.

Katie: This is hot. Do you want me to get you some silverware so you can eat it now?

Mrs. Cortez: Thank you! The kitchen is right through there. (Points to stage left.)

(Katie exits stage left and returns with a spoon, a knife, and a fork.)

Mrs. Cortez: (Begins to speak as Katie returns.) Do you have time to sit down for 
a minute? I’ve been eating my dinner in front of the TV since I came home from the 
hospital. It would be nice to have someone to talk to. (She begins to take the foil from 
the plate.)

Katie: (Sits down.) Sure! I wanted to talk to you about your garden anyway.
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Mrs. Cortez: (Sounding sad.) Oh, my poor roses! They are all full of weeds. I’m just 
not able to go out and take care of them right now.

Katie: I thought maybe my friends and I could weed them for you.

Mrs. Cortez: Oh, Katie! That would be wonderful!

Katie: I could start today if you show me what to do.

Mrs. Cortez: Thank you! Those roses are very important to me. My son gave them 
to me. There’s a picture of him over there.

(Katie stands up, walks over to the table, and picks up a picture of a young man in 
uniform.)

Katie: (Sounding excited.) Mrs. Cortez, was your son a soldier?

Mrs. Cortez: Yes, he was killed in Vietnam.

Katie: (Sounding embarrassed.) I’m so sorry. I didn’t know that.

Mrs. Cortez: It was a long time ago, honey.

Katie: And he gave you those roses?

Mrs. Cortez: (Smiling.) Yes. Every year for Mother’s Day he would buy me a new 
rosebush.

Katie: Wow! Those rosebushes must be very old!

Mrs. Cortez: (Laughing.) Some of them have died over the years, but many of 
them are still alive. That’s why they’re so important to me. They remind me of John 
every time I see them.

Katie: Don’t worry! I’ll help you take care of them.

Mrs. Cortez: Thank you. John was a good son and a good soldier. He got the 
Medal of Honor.

Katie: (Puts the picture down.) Your son got the Medal of Honor? Wow, that 
sounds important!

Mrs. Cortez: The Medal of Honor is given to someone who shows unusual valor in 
combat.

13
Brought to you by The Book Farm, Inc. Courtesy of ABDO Publishing. For ordering or more information: 866-744-8093



Katie: I don’t know what that means.

Mrs. Cortez: Valor means “bravery” or “courage,” Katie.

Katie: What did your son do?

Mrs. Cortez: John died saving the lives of five other soldiers. (Mrs. Cortez pulls out 
a handkerchief and wipes her eyes.)

Katie: Oh, Mrs. Cortez, I am so sorry! My mom sent me over here to cheer you up 
and I made you cry!

Mrs. Cortez: It’s all right, Katie. I’ve just been thinking about John all day. I don’t 
want him to be forgotten after I’m gone. On Memorial Day, I always take a bouquet 
of roses to the cemetery.

Katie: To decorate John’s grave?

Mrs. Cortez: Yes, it’s one of the special ways I remember him. (She pauses.) But I’m 
not sure if I’ll be able to go this year.

Katie: Don’t worry, Mrs. Cortez. I have an awesome idea!
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Scene 4: Outside the School

(This scene takes place in front of the curtain. No scenery is needed. The 
stage crew can set up quietly for scene 5 behind the curtain. If there is no curtain, 
set up for scene 5 after scene 4.)

(Katie enters from stage right. Reece enters from stage left. They are wearing or 
carrying backpacks.)

Katie: Hi, Reece!

Reece: (Gloomily.) Hi, Katie.

Katie: What’s the matter?

Reece: I don’t have a project for Memorial Day.

Katie: I thought you were going to call your uncle Ryan.

(R.J. walks in from stage left while the conversation is going on.)

Reece: I did. I talked to my aunt Judy. My uncle went camping in the mountains for 
two weeks. He’s out of cell phone range.

R.J.: I have a problem, too! My aunt Kathy is out on some secret mission in 
Afghanistan.

Reece: Wow! She’s on a secret mission?

R.J.: Well, her family said she was out on “maneuvers,” but I think it’s probably a 
secret mission, don’t you?

Reece: Yeah!

Katie: (Shakes her head.) You guys are funny.

R.J.: Either way, she hasn’t been answering e-mails for the last week. How’s your 
project going, Katie? Did you think of something to do?

Katie: Yes, I did! And if it’s okay with Mrs. Custer, I think you two could help.
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Reece: Really? It would be awesome if we could all do a project together!

R.J.: (Gives Katie a high five.) Thanks, Katie!

Katie: Come on! Let’s go ask Mrs. Custer right now.

(All three students exit stage left.)

16

Brought to you by The Book Farm, Inc. Courtesy of ABDO Publishing. For ordering or more information: 866-744-8093



Scene 5: Saint Mark’s Cemetery

(Place a foam or cardboard tombstone and two cardboard trees at upstage 
center. Katie, Reece, R.J., Mrs. Custer, and Mrs. Cortez, in her wheelchair, are at 
center stage. The rest of the class sits stage right and stage left in a semicircle.)

Mrs. Custer: Well, class, as part of their Memorial Day project, Katie, Reece, and 
R.J. arranged this field trip to Saint Mark’s Cemetery. I’ll let Katie tell you why we 
are here.

(Reece and R.J. each carry a pot of artificial roses. They stand near Katie.)

Katie: When I was trying to find something to do my project on, I didn’t know what 
to do. The things I read at the library didn’t sound very exciting to me. Then, my 
mom asked me to take dinner to my neighbor. (Katie turns to smile at Mrs. Cortez.) 
This is Mrs. Cortez.

(Everyone claps.)

Mrs. Cortez: Hello, class.

Katie: I found out that Mrs. Cortez had a son named John. He was a sergeant during 
the Vietnam War. He died on Mother’s Day in 1970 while saving five other soldiers.

(Students gasp and begin to whisper.)

Mrs. Custer: Quiet down, everyone! Let’s be good listeners.

Katie: (Turning to point to the tombstone.) John Cortez is buried here in Saint 
Mark’s Cemetery. Memorial Day is about remembering the soldiers who have died 
protecting us. It is important that we don’t forget them. So I asked Mrs. Cortez to tell 
us a little bit about her son so we could all get to know him better.

Reece: John was a hero, but he was a lot like us, too. John went to our school when 
he was little. He loved math and hated English class.

(Everyone laughs.)
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Reece: He fell off a horse when he was ten. He loved spaghetti and chocolate ice 
cream. He played football in high school. He broke his arm skiing. John went to 
college for two years before he joined the military. He fell in love and got married. A 
month later, he left for Vietnam. John was only twenty-two years old when he died.

R.J.: Memorial Day is about remembering all the men and women who have died for 
our country. Years ago, people went to cemeteries on Memorial Day to plant flowers 
on the graves of servicemen and servicewomen. They brought picnic lunches. They 
told stories about these men and women so that their courage wouldn’t be forgotten.

Katie: Every year on Mother’s Day, John Cortez gave his mother a rosebush. Every 
Memorial Day since he died, she has brought roses to put on his grave. 

Mrs. Cortez: This year, I wasn’t sure I would make it to the cemetery with any roses 
for my John. Thank you so much, Katie, Reece, and R.J., for making it possible!

Mrs. Custer: Mrs. Cortez, this has been a special project for Katie, Reece, and R.J. 
And it has been a special day for our class. After learning John’s story today, I know 
he won’t ever be forgotten!

(Class stands up and cheers and claps.)

Mrs. Cortez: (Wipes her eyes with her handkerchief.) This means so much to me, 
class. Thank you!

Katie: This is our special thank you to our own hometown hero!

(Everyone claps.)

The End
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