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Holidays provide a wonderful venue for theatrical productions! A play provides 
the perfect addition to a school-wide assembly, PTA meeting, library family night, or 
classroom celebration.

Readers’ theater off ers a great way for kids to comfortably enter the world of 
theater because it off ers students the security of retaining their scripts throughout 
the performance. Theater presents opportunities for public speaking, which build 
confi dence and promote cooperation and a sense of community for performers.

This script, Pickles and Parks, explores Earth Day through the concept of 
appreciating and caring for the earth around us and being thankful for natural 
materials, native animals, and useful plants. The script can be used for traditional 
readers’ theater, adapted readers’ theater—which includes sets, costumes, and 
makeup—or even puppet shows!

Inviting friends and families to your production will guarantee a large audience. 
They love to see their kids perform! This script off ers suggestions for including as 
many children as possible in the production.

Enjoy!
Nancy K. Wallace 

A Note from the Author
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Character Reading Levels

Logan—Reading Level 3.9

 When Logan chooses to wear the tree costume, it shows the fun side of 
his personality. He enjoys being silly but his suggestions for the Earth Day 
celebration are well thought out, including using picnic shelters in case of 
rain. A student who can shift moods quickly and convincingly is perfect for 
this part.

Mrs. Moreno—Reading Level 3.9

 Mrs. Moreno assigns individual Earth Day projects to her students but is 
sincerely impressed when they expand the project to include the community. 
Her character should be played by someone who acts with authority but also 
shows genuine warmth to her students.

This play has fi ve speaking roles with a wide range of reading levels. The 
reading level is based on both the spoken lines and the stage directions pertaining 
to that particular character.

The last scene takes place at an Earth Day celebration at the park. A number of 
additional students can assume non-speaking roles there.

The speaking parts are listed in order of diffi  culty. While the reading levels are 
designed for elementary age students, these plays can also be used with middle 
school students and teens with great success.
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Character Reading Levels Continued

Grace—Reading Level 3.8

 Like her classmates, Grace is committed to the cause of Earth Day and 
willing to help out in any way she can. She contacts Mr. Bess at the public 
library to ask him to participate and also off ers to pass out Ella’s recipes so 
Ella can build a fairy house. Choose a thoughtful, caring person for this part.

Ella—Reading Level 3.5

 Ella is practical and methodical. She off ers to contact her mother about 
reserving the park and has legitimate concerns about using the park if it 
rains. Choose a student who has a serious side for her part.

Zack—Reading Level 2.3

 Zack is more serious than Logan, but not by much. He enjoys having fun 
but is genuinely concerned about reaching out to the community to share 
the class’s ideas. He makes a decision to extend the class project and follows 
through with it. Choose someone for this part who will complement Logan’s 
character, so the interaction between 
them is realistic.

Non-Speaking Parts

 Walk-on roles can be played by kids 
who want to ease into theater without 
speaking any lines. Emphasize the 
importance of staying in character 
whenever onstage, and encourage 
them to act naturally! At the Earth 
Day celebration, they should walk 
around the display tables and appear 
to be talking with each other. These 
additional parts can be eliminated in 
a straight readers’ theater production 
without costumes or props.
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Production Tips

At a readers’ theater production, the performers sit on stools at the front of the 
room. An adapted readers’ theater production or a full play requires sets and props.

Adapted Readers’ Theater

Adapted readers’ theater productions can be as elaborate as you would like 
them to be. Here are some options to enhance your production:

1. Makeup

 Stage makeup will increase the visual effect of your performance. Consider 
asking a parent volunteer or community member to demonstrate makeup 
techniques for students after rehearsal or during your regular class schedule.

Readers’ Theater

If you are producing a straight readers’ theater production, you can do this 
very simply by providing name tags and scripts for each character. Readers’ 
theater stools are traditionally painted black, but any color will do. Inexpensive 
natural wooden barstools make excellent readers’ theater stools. If your budget 
won’t stretch to purchase them, use chairs instead. Or, have performers stand to 
deliver their lines.
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  2. Costumes 

 Involve adult volunteers to help the costume designers choose the right 
clothes for each character’s performance. The students can wear regular 
school clothes for the fi rst four scenes. The weather on Earth Day is often 
cool in some parts of the United States. Depending on where you live, 
jeans and hoodies or shorts and T-shirts may be appropriate. There are 
commercially made tree costumes, but you can also make one. Use the 
directions in the book or check out suggestions online for making one.

3. Sets & Props

 Have students lay out any plans for backdrops on paper fi rst. Providing 
pictures of a classroom, a cafeteria, and a park will spark ideas. Combine 
large pieces of cardboard to paint for the backdrops. Large appliance boxes 
are perfect for this. After they are painted, hinge them together with clear 
packing tape to make them self-supporting.

 If you are putting on your production without a curtain, a background of
free-standing cardboard panels showing a classroom would be helpful
for scenes 2 and 3. Have the stage crew set 
up the backdrop before the action starts 
and then allow them to prepare for scene 4 
behind it. Concentrate your lighting on the 
characters in front of the backdrop, and the 
preparation behind the backdrop will be 
almost invisible.

4. Lighting

 Several inexpensive clip-on fl oodlights will 
add professionalism to your stage even if 
it is just the front of your classroom. They 
can be angled or held by hand to follow the 
action of the play.

Production Tips Continued
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Performance Tips
Once a schedule is set, emphasize how important it is for everyone to be at all 

rehearsals. Even if students know their own parts, they need to learn to interact 
with each other as a team. When one student misses a rehearsal, it inconveniences 
the entire cast.

Be sure to emphasize that everyone’s job is important. Whether you are a 
costume designer, an understudy, or a performer, the show can’t go on without you. 

During rehearsals, performers should try to respond immediately to other cast 
members’ lines, eliminating any pauses between lines of dialogue. Performers also 
need to stay in character even when they aren’t speaking. It is always a good idea to 
have several understudies prepared to step in in case an actor is unable to perform.

Have the actors practice moving around with their scripts. They should hold 
the script with one hand only, leaving the other hand free for acting. Right-handers 
hold a script with the left hand, left-handers with the right.
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Remember that no theatrical performance is ever exactly the same twice in a 
row. The mood of the audience, the energy of the performers, and accidental 
slip-ups and how they are handled can make a huge diff erence in a play’s success.

Don’t stress about every little thing—just go with it! Encourage the kids to cover 
for each other and continue on, no matter what happens. Audiences composed of 
friends and families are notoriously forgiving. Once the production begins, relax 
and let the kids take over.

When the play has fi nished, have an announcer introduce both the cast and 
the production crew and let everyone take a bow. This fi rst taste of fame can be 
intoxicating and a huge boost to self-esteem! Provide photo opportunities onstage 
for your all-star cast and crew when the play is over.

Whenever possible, speak to each student individually after the production 
and emphasize what a good job they have done. One of the most valuable benefi ts 
of theater productions is encouraging students’ self-esteem and confi dence 
when speaking before an audience. A few personal words of praise from you are 
essential!

Performance Tips Continued
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Readers’ Theater Rules

This play off ers a great starting point for studying Earth Day and all the things 
that kids and families can do to make their community a greener place. Think 
about tying class projects into the theme and off er a display of them on the night of 
your performance. You could also off er awards in special categories and announce 
the winners after the play. A group project, such as collecting trash in a local park 
or along a road, provides an awesome opportunity for a classroom or whole school 
collaboration!

Extension Activities

1. Be respectful and arrive on time.

2. Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself.

3. No talking during a performance.

4.  Be responsible and bring the items needed for rehearsal.

5. Follow adult directions.

Be responsible and bring the items needed for rehearsal.
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Script: Pickles and Parks
Scene 1: The Cafeteria

(Logan, Zack, Grace, and Ella sit at a table, center stage, eating lunch 
together. Use real food for props so they can eat as they talk. Place two students 
at the back of the table and one on each end, angled toward the audience. Have 
a recycling container at stage left.)

Grace: What are you doing for your Earth Day project, Zack? 

Zack: Mrs. Moreno mentioned growing your own food, so I asked Bob at the hardware 
store if they had any old seeds left over from last year. I just wanted to make a chart 
for a small space garden and glue the seeds on it to show people what they look like. 
But, he gave me this humongous box full of seed packets, and he said the seeds are 
still good. So I can actually plant them, too!

Logan: Yeah, Zack could plant half the town in vegetables! We could have beans 
in all the parking lots, a pumpkin patch on Main Street, and a zucchini in every 
flowerpot!

Zack: And cucumber vines on all the lampposts!

Ella: Ooh, do you have extra cucumber seeds?

Zack: Tons!

Ella: Since we talked about making food from scratch, I made a flyer with my 
grandma’s recipe for homemade pickles. Could I have some seeds to staple to my 
recipes? 

Zack: Sure!

Grace: I made recipes, too! Mom and I experimented with different kinds of natural 
fruit Popsicles. I like raspberry best. They don’t have any added sugar, and they taste 
so good!

Logan: (Rubbing his hands together.) Yum! We’ll all come over for samples later.

Grace: We made a lot. Our freezer is full of them!
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Zack: I wish I had one right now.

Grace: (Holds up a cookie.) I have an extra oatmeal cookie. Do you want that?

Zack: Sure! Thanks!

Logan: What about me? 

Ella: (Handing Logan a granola bar.) I have two granola bars. You can have one.

Logan: Thanks, Ella!

Ella: What’s your project, Logan?

Logan: Since we talked about reforestation in class, my dad and I found a place 
online where you can order 100 free trees. I’m going to give one to everybody in our 
class, but I don’t have a clue what we’re going to do with the rest of them.

Zack: We all have a gazillion samples! I feel like all we do is think about Earth Day 
and our projects these days!

Logan: Yeah, but we must be the only ones. You won’t believe what my dad did last 
night. He put three cardboard boxes in the trash!

Ella: You’re kidding!

Logan: I’m not! I watched him do it. He said he didn’t have time to break them down 
and recycle them.

Grace: We hear about reducing, reusing, and recycling all the time at school. Maybe 
everyone in town needs to hear about it, too.

Zack: Do you remember that movie they showed us in science class where Earth 
was one big pile of trash?

Logan: (Enthusiastically.) Oh yeah! The one where everyone had to live on a 
spaceship and they just floated around on big recliners and played video games? 
That was cool!

Zack: Sometimes, I think that might really happen.

Logan: Because of my dad?

Zack: Because they teach us this stuff at school, but some people don’t actually do it.
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Grace: Maybe people have lost interest in some of the things Earth Day stands for. 
It started way back in 1970. That’s forever ago.

Ella: We could put all our projects in a book.

Zack: But how many people would read it?

Logan: Our parents would. That would take care of my dad and the cardboard boxes!

Zack: I guess that’s a start. But we should think of something bigger.

Logan: What if we included the community? We could invite everyone to come the 
day we present our projects.

Zack: Let’s ask Mrs. Moreno what she thinks. 

Grace: We’d better hurry! Her next class starts in ten minutes.

(Zack, Grace, and Ella gather their things, stand up, and exit stage left.)

Logan: Hey, I’m not done with my sandwich! It’s my idea, guys! Wait! (Logan grabs 
his sandwich and lunch bag and runs off stage left.)
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Scene 2: Mrs. Moreno’s Classroom

(Scenes 2 and 3 should take place in front of the curtain or in front of 
freestanding cardboard panels. The setup for the park in scene 4 can take place 
behind the curtain. Mrs. Moreno stands by her desk at center stage. Zack, Grace, 
and Ella rush in from stage right, Logan trails behind, still eating his sandwich.)

Mrs. Moreno: (Smiling.) Whoa, aren’t you guys in the wrong classroom? You’ve 
already had my class once today.

Logan: We just need to ask a question. Do you think we could plan an Earth Day 
festival?

Mrs. Moreno: Here at school?

Zack, Logan, Grace, and Ella: Yeah!

Grace: Everyone came up with such great Earth Day projects. We’d like to share 
them with the whole community. Could we do it in the cafeteria or the auditorium?

Mrs. Moreno: That’s a very good idea, but I don’t think either of those places is large 
enough for that many people. Could we just invite your parents?

Logan: I think everyone needs to hear about Earth Day! Even my parents don’t 
always recycle.

Ella: (Tentatively.) Could we use the park?

Mrs. Moreno: What if it rains? Earth Day is April 22, and April showers . . .

Logan: There are picnic shelters.

Mrs. Moreno: Okay, let’s slow down. We’d have to ask for permission to use the 
park. The city controls who gets to use it. Something may already be scheduled for 
that day.

Ella: My mom works at City Hall. I can ask her to check.

Mrs. Moreno: Before you ask her, let’s think about this a little more. What kinds of 
activities would you include?
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Logan: We’d use our own projects, but we’d also include recycling, upcycling, living 
green, caring for wildlife, and . . .

Mrs. Moreno: (Interrupts.) Wow! It sounds like you have a lot of really good ideas, 
but a festival that big would take a lot of planning. What if we just include your 
Earth Day projects? That would be a good way to start. We could ask other classes 
to participate, too. And we’ll need more adults to help us if we’re even considering 
holding it in the park.

Grace: I’ll bet Mr. Bess at the library would help. The library always makes a 
display for Earth Week.

Mrs. Moreno: Okay, let’s do this in steps. First, Ella, can you ask your mom about 
using the community park? Second, Grace, will you ask Mr. Bess at the library if he 
will help?

Logan: (Giving Zack a high five.) Yay! We’re going to make this happen!

Mrs. Moreno: Don’t get too excited. Let’s see if we can use the park and get some 
volunteers first.

Logan: I’ll ask Mrs. MacMurdo if she would help. We’ve been doing art projects for 
Earth Day, too.

Zack: Bob, who gave me the seeds at the hardware store, said he would be happy to 
help the school with a project. He probably wasn’t thinking it would be this soon, but 
I’ll ask him, too.

Mrs. Moreno: I’m so glad you kids are really enthusiastic about this! Could we meet 
again Friday before school?

Logan, Zack, Grace, and Ella: Sure!

(Other students begin to enter from stage right, carrying their books.)

Mrs. Moreno: Okay, I’ll see you then. You’d better hurry! You’ll be late for your next 
class!

Logan: See you Friday!

Grace: Bye! (Logan, Zack, Ella, and Grace exit stage right.)
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Scene 3: Mrs. Moreno’s Classroom

(Same setup as scene 2. Mrs. Moreno, Grace, and Ella are already gathered 
around Mrs. Moreno’s desk.)

Mrs. Moreno: Where are the boys?

Grace: They’ll be here. They’re just always late. 

(Logan and Zack enter from stage right carrying trash bags.)

Ella: Ew! What is that?

Logan: What does it look like?

Ella: Trash?

Logan: Yep! Zack and I went over to the park this morning before school, and we 
picked up two bags of trash in fifteen minutes. We have fast-food containers, paper 
bags, cups, and a bunch of other junk.

Mrs. Moreno: We can’t hold Earth Day in a park filled with trash! It sounds like we 
need to educate the public about littering, too.

Zack: Yep!

Ella: I asked my mom, and she said we can use the park. April 22 is free! She penciled 
us in, but we have to write a letter and make a formal request.

Mrs. Moreno: I’ll do that today and drop it off after school.

Grace: I think we should ask our whole class to help clean up the park.

Logan: That would be great. It would take forever for us to do it ourselves!

Mrs. Moreno: I’ll ask the principal today. Maybe we can schedule a clean-up day 
next Saturday. Did you find any other volunteers to help on Earth Day?

Grace: Mr. Bess and two other librarians will come. They’re planning a craft table to 
make nature journals out of wallpaper samples. That’s recycling and upcycling!
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Mrs. Moreno: That’s great!

Zack: Bob from the hardware store is donating potting soil and little pots for the 
seeds. He said he would set up a booth and get one of his coworkers to help him.

Logan: And Mrs. MacMurdo said she’ll do a craft table with leaf prints. Her son 
Carter said he’ll help, too.

Zack: My dad’s company offered to provide free electronics recycling. So people 
can bring their old computers, phones, TVs . . . all kinds of stuff!

Mrs. Moreno: (Looking pleased.) You kids are amazing! This is coming along 
nicely.

Ella: I think it would be fun if we did something special for the preschoolers.

Logan: Zack and I are working on that. But it’s a surprise. You’ll have to wait until 
Earth Day to find out.

(Zack and Logan exit stage right.)

Mrs. Moreno: I wonder what that’s all about.
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Scene 4: Earth Day

(Set the stage with real or artificial trees and plants. Use park benches if 
available. Put two tables toward the back of the stage with different craft 
projects on them. Have lots of students walking around the tables, pretending to 
look at things and talk about them. Grace should have a cooler beside her and 
be holding a fake Popsicle.)

Mrs. Moreno: What a wonderful Earth Day festival! We should do it every year. 
Maybe next time, we could include those displays on wildlife sanctuaries and living 
green.

Ella: You sound like Logan! He’s already planning next year’s festival.

Grace: Did you see those bird feeders the fifth graders made out of upcycled plastic 
bottles and wooden spoons? I want to make one for my grandfather.

Ella: I like those, too! Wow, there are a ton of people here today! (She holds out a 
basket with seed packets stapled to recipe cards.) I’ve given out almost 200 pickle 
recipes.

Mrs. Moreno: Maybe those seeds will encourage more people to have vegetable 
gardens this summer! (She turns toward Grace.) Your Popsicles are a real hit, too, 
Grace!

Grace: Thanks! I only have three left. 

Ella: One of the librarians is helping kids build fairy houses out of moss and twigs. 
They are sooo cute! I hope I have time to make one before this is over at two o’clock.

Grace: I can pass out your pickle recipes if you want to go now.

Ella: Okay, thanks! (Ella exits stage right.)

Mrs. Moreno: Grace, who contacted the lady with the alpacas? It was wonderful that 
she could bring them for the children to see. People seem really interested in the 
yarn she brought and the knitted projects, too. Maybe next year we can have more 
displays on natural fibers.
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Grace: I don’t know. Maybe the alpacas were the surprise Logan was talking about.

Mrs. Moreno: Speaking of Logan, I haven’t seen either Logan or Zack for quite a 
while. Do you know where they are?

Grace: They were here the whole time we were setting up. (She looks around.) 
Logan’s dad is over there passing out trees, but I don’t see Logan.

Mrs. Moreno: That’s strange.

Grace: It’s a big park, and there are a lot of people. Maybe they’re here and we just 
haven’t seen them.

Ella: (Runs back onstage from stage right.) Oh my gosh, wait till you see Logan!

(Zack and Logan enter from stage right. Logan is dressed as a tree, and Zack is 
carrying a sign that says “Hug a Tree Every Day!” Grace and Ella start to laugh.)

Grace: That’s the funniest thing I’ve ever seen!

Logan: Laugh all you want. You won’t believe how many times I’ve had my picture 
taken today!

Zack: Little kids love his costume! They just run up and hug him!

Mrs. Moreno: I love your costume, too, Logan! This has been a really great Earth 
Day festival.

Zack: Yeah, it’s the best Earth Day ever! I can’t wait till next year!

(Zack flips the sign around to reveal it says . . .)

The End
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