
Searching for a Seahorse 
Introduction
In the book On Kiki’s Reef, author Carol L. Malnor introduces children to camoufl age 
as a defense strategy that a seahorse uses. “The hidden seahorse takes fi rst prize for 
wearing the best underwater disguise.” In this activity, students will practice the art of
 camoufl age by coloring paper seahorses and hiding them around the room.  

Key Concepts
• Camoufl age is a defense strategy used by animals, including 
   the seahorse.
• Some animals, like the seahorse and octopus, have the ability 
   to change their color. 

Procedure
1. Before class begins, prepare three “camoufl aged” fi sh to use as example for the students. Color in the 
    blank clownfi sh outlines to blend in with the surface they will be laid against.
1. Show students the seahorse page in On Kiki’s Reef and discuss camoufl age.  
2. Tell students that 3 camoufl aged seahorses are hidden around the room. Give them 2 minutes to fi nd 
    them. Remind them not to point out where the seahorses when they see them so that others can have 
    the fun of fi nding them. 
3. When time is up, reveal the locations of the seahorses. Ask students what made them camoufl aged 
    (They were the same color as the background they were against.) Hold them against different back
    grounds for emphasis.
4. Give each student a handout and tell them to color the seahorses so they are camoufl aged against a 
    place in the room. Encourage creativity.
5. Have them cut out the seahorses and write their names on the back of it. Then have them place their 
    seahorses so they “hidden in plain sight.” 
6. Have the adult volunteer come into class to fi nd the hidden seahorses. Give the adult 3-5 minutes to 
    scurry around the room fi nding as many seahorses as possible and picking them up as he/she fi nds 
    them. When time is up, reveal any seahorses that weren’t found. 
Note: Choose an enthusiastic and animated adult volunteer. My principal came into my classroom and 
made it great fun for the kids. 

Activities based on the book On Kiki’s Reef - by Carol L. Malnor

Nature Connections
• Seahorses cling to sea grass, where they 
hide themselves. Go outside and fi nd land 
creatures that live in the grass, such as ants, 
worms, or grass snakes. Are any camou-
fl aged? Make a drawing of what you fi nd.

• An octopus is a sea creature that changes 
color to camoufl age to protect itself. The 
stripes on a clownfi sh help it hide amidst 
the tentacles of an anemone. Find out about 
other animals that use camoufl age as a     
defense mechanism.

Additional Resources
Seamore the Seahorse swims through the 
ocean and discovers and alphabet of sea    
creatures in the book Swim through the Sea.
http://www.dawnpub.com/our-books/a-swim-
through-the-sea/
Seahorses have many unique adaptations. 
Read about them here:
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/kids/animals/
creaturefeature/seahorses/
http://www.nwf.org/Kids/Ranger-Rick/Animals/Fish/
Seahorses.aspx

Materials Needed
• The book On Kiki’s Reef
• Copies of the seahorse handout, 1 copy 
    per student and 1 for you
• Crayons or colored pencils
• Scissors
• Adult volunteer needed in classroom for   
   5-10 minutes
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