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What You Need 
 Computer with Internet access and printer  

 Online Trading Card Creator tool, planning sheet, and sample card  

 A favorite book  

 Cardstock or heavy paper (optional)  

 Art supplies and scissors (e.g., crayons, markers) 
 
 
Here’s What To Do 
Before beginning this activity, visit the online Trading Card Creator tool and sample 
card so you can see how it works. You may want to print the planning sheet so that you 
have a list of all of the questions that are on the card. 
 

1. Begin the conversation by asking the child what he or she thinks of the book you 
are discussing and to write down three favorite things about the story. Talk about 
them together, asking which characters caused or were affected by these three 
things that you listed. 

2. Transition to further discussion about the characters in the book. Explain that one 
of the reasons we like a book or a story is because of the characters in it. 
Sometimes we want to keep reading to find out what happens to a character. Other 
times we think a character is funny or interesting or reminds us of someone we 
know, even ourselves. 

3. Help the child pick a favorite character in the book. Questions you might ask 
include:  

Is this character interesting to you? Why?  

 Do you think you can write a good description of this character? What will you 
include?  

 Does this character do and say things that others will find interesting? 

4. Once you have chosen a character, you can either use the planning sheet to look 
at the questions that will appear on the card or go directly to the online Trading 
Card Creator tool and start filling it in. Encourage the child to type in the answers to 
the questions and offer help if needed. Help the child think critically by asking him 
or her to explain each response and why it was given.  

5. Have the child upload a picture of the character in the space at the top of the card. 

 

http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/30171_sample-card.jpg
http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/30171_sample-card.jpg
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6. Print the completed card. Cut the two pieces out, and tape them together to make a 
two-sided card. You may want to use cardstock or heavier paper. 

7. Use these cards at a book club meeting in various ways, such as: 
 Place cards in a hat or bowl. Each child can pick one, read it aloud, and guess who 

wrote it. 

 Have children get into smaller groups with others who chose the same character to 
discuss. Have them compare their responses to the questions and also discuss the 
reasons why they responded how they did.  

 Have each child share one section from his or her card with others in the group—
Section 5: My Impressions works especially well for this activity. 

 Before the meeting, have the child use the online Crossword Puzzles tool to create 
a puzzle about the character. He or she can print the puzzle and share it and the 
trading card with the group members; the card will offer hints that can be used to 
help solve the puzzle. 

 
  
 


